Introduction

The command in scripture is for us to stand. The idea is all thru scripture.

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and
gave me a firm place to stand. Psalm 40:2 (NIV)

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)

Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)

So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by
word of mouth or by letter. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NIV)

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout
the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1 Peter 5:9 (NIV)

Few debate the fact that we need to stand firm.
Many ask, “How do | do it?”

In Philippians 4, that question is addressed.

Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you
should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! | plead with Euodia and 1 plead with Syntyche
to agree with each other in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these
women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the
Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such
things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me - put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:1-9 (N1V)

A BACKWARD look



V.

How to Stand Firm: Have PEACE

The Greek word for Peace is “EIRENE”.

Common misconception about peace — Peace means no TROUBLE.

How does PEACE look in the real World?

Peace 1 leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27 (NIV)

How to Stand Firm: Function in UNITY

1 plead with Euodia and | plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. Yes,
and | ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the
cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names
are in the book of life. Philippians 4:2-3 (NIV)

Stand Firm is rooted in UNITY and with UNDERSTANDING (4:2, 3)

Unity is a topic of prayer that Jesus prayed in John 17.

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we
are all members of one bodly. In your anger do not sin.: Do not let the sun go down while
you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. Ephesians 4:25-27 (NIV)

It is very difficult for you to stand firm when you are granting the Devil a
FOOTHOLD in your life. Unity - the choice to function in unity is huge when
desiring to STAND FIRM.

1 urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your
way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.
Romans 16:17 (NIV)

There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a
lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet
that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up
dissension among brothers. Proverbs 6:16-19 (NIV)

If there is one prayer that Jesus prays over and over again, it is a prayer for
ONENESS.

Paul was pleading for when he asked Euodia and Syntyche "to AGREE with each
other in the Lord." Both were outstanding Christian women, but they needed to
RESOLVE their differences through open COMMUNICATION and MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING.




